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Soviet view of detente: as the international atmosphere 
best suited to maximize Soviet pover and security 

end its influence abroad, 

--no intent to end rivalry b 
~-set prudent linits on riva 
--give Soviets greater power 


+ 


tween east and west but to 

ry in nuclear age and to 

neuverablility, | 
| 


Bo 


. 


At least asuuch a choice as a necessity: 
—-avoid nuclear var 
--to mnanase local crises i 
-~Chinese hostility | 
~-WWestern capital and technology 
—-consolidate hegimony over Eastern Lurope 
~-Recognition for Saviet Superpower status, 
~-Inbibit western military precramsiomiznk while 3 
providing as much flexibility for their 


Problems at home and ebroad; 

--internel discipline in relaxed international atmosphe 

--krosion of Soviet control over Kastern ease | 
Ri det 


~-Complicated problem in the inte 
novement,. - Tf 


Brezhnev and polite bur still firmly pehind’ detente. : 


i H 
Most durable elements of detente: 
--expanding economic relations; canital end technology.| 
~~Relations with China : 
~-provlems with US on nuclear, avoidance of war, SALT + 
gre though searching for advnetages thru this, 
Sovs still pursuing military presr ans; less numbers 
more tech improvements, 
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Relationship with the Soviet Union is both Global ; | 
and bilateral. ‘ 
| 


Soviet objectives vs the US end Vest 
~Avoid War and ultimately reduce arms expenditure, while | 
insuring military is strong. P 
~Develop Soviet economy through western credits and 
technology ! 
~-heutvralize wATO threat for Soviet security end for China 
~lnerease Soviet global influence and foster Western | 
acceptance of USSR as world power 
~Reduce US imfluence in areas of importance to USSR, 
Soevs see Getente policy as successful and yet it did not } 
really interfer with other objective of control over 
its pohulation and Lastern Europe. 
eee eerie | 
Last year:--poor US performance in improving bilateral i 
trade 
~-dGevelopments in world have tempted Sovs to 
ay toke advantage(economic crisis in vest, 
political scandi@s left shift in Portugal, 
Greece~-and Turkey's provlens~-affecting NATO 
~~failure in Hiddle East, and Vil & Cambodia 
—~-Brezhnev’s poor health has Inhibited isush 
Soviet initiatives, 
Next year:-will push forwa ard on CSCE, Balt IT, Econ 
if no strings. 
~Greater temptation for exploiting opportunitie 
in Mid Vast, Nato ete, : 
~fnd less willing to help US in difficulties. 
Spe 3 BUL Soviet realize there are risk 
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